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Brussels, 06/11/2019
Subject │ Minutes of the First Management Committee Meeting of COST Action CA18221: “PEsticide RIsk AssessMent for Amphibians and Reptiles” 

Welcome to participants
The participants were welcomed by Dr Federica Ortelli (Science Officer), Ms Karima Ben Salah (Media Officer) and by Ms Jeannette Nchung Oru (Administrative Officer). Dr Federica Ortelli chaired the first part of the meeting, including the election of the Action Chair, Vice Chair, and Selection of Grant Holder Institution that was carried out under agenda items 7 and 8.

Adoption of the agenda
The agenda (Annex 1) for the 1st Management Committee (MC) meeting was adopted.

Verification of the presence of two-thirds of the participating COST Countries 
CSO Approval: 04/06/2019
Start of the Action: 06/11/2019
End of Action: 05/11/2023
Total number of COST Countries having accepted the MoU: 26 (Annex 2 - Action Fact Sheet)
Total number of COST Countries intending to accept the MoU: 0
Number of parties present at the meeting: 22

The quorum (2/3 of COST Countries participating in the Action) was reached: 22 COST Countries out of 26 attended the meeting (COST doc. 134/14 REV3 “COST Action Management Monitoring and Final Assessment” Annex I, Article 9).

Tour de table / introduction of the MC members
The list of officially nominated delegates and the participants of the meeting is presented in Annex 3. 


General information on COST mechanism and the funding and reporting of coordination activities
Dr Federica Ortelli presented the COST Overview, policies, and COST Actions: participation, Management Monitoring, Ms Karima Ben Salah presented the role of the Science Communication Manager and how to effectively communicate the Action’s outcomes, Ms Jeannette Nchung Oru continued with an introduction to the COST Grant System (Annex 4).

Relevant information is on the COST website at https://www.cost.eu/funding/how-to-get-funding/documents-and-guidelines/ including the following reference documents:

Rules of Procedure for COST Action Management Committees (COST doc. 134/14 - Annex I)
COST Grant System Vademecum
Grant Agreement Template
Guidelines for Action management, Monitoring and Assessment

Agreement on the internal rules of procedure for the MC of the COST Action 
The Rules of Procedure for the Management Committee (Annex 5) were presented to the MC.

Setting the frame for the Action 
The recommendations by the Scientific Committee were presented to the MC (Annex 4).
The budget allocated to the Action for the 1st Grant Period was communicated (Annex 4). At the day of the kick-off, 26 parties had officially joined the Action corresponding to a budget of EUR 65.000. 

Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair 
Dr Manuel Eloy Ortiz Santaliestra (Spain) was unanimously elected as the Chair.
Dr Isabel Lopes (Portugal) was unanimously elected as the Vice-Chair. 

Selection of the Grant holder institution (GH Scientific representative appointment) and FSAC rate
Uppsala University (Sweden) was selected as the Grant Holder Institution (GH). 
Dr Cecilia Berg was appointed as the Scientific Representative of the Grant Holder Institution. 
The MC agreed that the GH could charge the maximum rate of 15% rate for FSAC the first Grant Period.

 Presentation and discussion of the Action and Action implementation planning
The Chair presents the Action objectives, implementation planning, dissemination and communication plan, and compliance with COST mission and policies (Annex 6).
The general aspects of the Action are discussed by the MC and the following actions are agreed: 
An expertise and activities database will be created compiling the information from Action participants about active research projects and interests. The information can be compiled through a survey addressed to Action participants and can be made available in the Action website when this is operative.
A period opens until November 30th 2019 for action participants to draft proposals for a logo of the Action. If none of the proposals is satisfactory, the MC considers the possibility of approaching a professional designer.

Establishment of Action Management structure
The following experts are unanimously approved to complete the Core Group:
WG1 Leader: Dr Cecilia Berg (Sweden)
WG2 Leader: Dr Miguel Carretero (Portugal)
WG3 Leader: Dr Annette Aldrich (Switzerland)
WG4 Leader: Dr Silvia Pieper (Germany)
STSM Coordinator: Dr Dan Cogalniceanu (Romania)
ITC Conference Grant Coordinator: Dr Anamarija Zagar (Slovenia)
Science Communication Manager: Dr Cristina Borca (Romania)

Regarding the additional management roles proposed in agenda item 10:
Task Leaders: the Chair informs that some MC members or substitutes have shown their availability to become Task Leaders (complete list in Annex 7), although there are tasks for which leaders have not been proposed yet. The MC will discuss further the task leadership questions and prepare a complete proposal.
Stakeholder Consultative Committee: appropriate actions will be taken after listening the SCM opinion. 

Action implementation planning - 1st Grant Period (GP)

The following networking activities are proposed for GP1:
A General Meeting that will include WG meetings of the four WGs (total 1.5-2 days) followed by a MC meeting (0.5 days). The General Meeting will therefore last for 2-2.5 days. The meeting will be organized by the National Institute of Biology of Slovenia and will take place in Ljubljiana (Slovenia) during the first week of March. Exact dates will be decided after listening on availability of MC members. It is agreed that, for this first General Meeting, WG meetings will not necessarily run in parallel, but will be sequential in order to facilitate feedback among WGs. It is also agreed to include, if possible, interventions from action participants to present their ongoing projects.
Up to three STSMs to contribute to objectives of WGs 1, 2 and 3, with a maximum duration of three months. It is agreed to publish the call for applications as soon as possible, given the exceptionally short duration of GP1.
Dissemination: a draft contract has been received from the company Talents & Treasures (Portugal) to create and maintain the action website. The total cost is 7,860 €, out of which 30% should be paid during the GP1.
There also exists the intention to call for an ITC Conference Grant in order to help an ITC student or ECI to attend and present research results at SETAC Europe Annual Meeting that will take place in Dublin in May 2020. Although this ITC Conference Grant will be budgeted in GP2, the call must be published as soon as possible because abstract submission period ends on November 27th and the grantee shall be informed before the registration fees are due in March 2020.

The following Working Budget Plan is presented for GP1:
	
	A1
	Meetings, including Local Organizing Support
	46,663.34 €

	A2
	STSMs
	7,500.00 €

	A3
	Dissemination (website)
	2,358.00 €

	A
	Total Direct Costs (A1+A2+A3)
	56,521.34 €

	B
	FSAC (15% of A)
	8,478.20 €

	Total (A + B)
	64,999.54 €



The MC suggests no changes to this proposal, which will be therefore transferred to e-cost for their approval by the MC and the Action Scientific Officer. 
 
The MC approves to mandate the Core Group the option of modifying up to a 10% of the GP1 budget respect to what will be approved.

The MC splits into Working Groups to discuss on specific goals and activities for GP1. The following outcomes are presented to the MC:
WG1: 
Several scientific priorities and hosts for STSMs will be agreed and communicated in the next few days. Several ideas for dissemination are discussed. 
WG2: 
A scientific priority and host for an STSM is proposed within the framework of Task 2.1. 
The WG raises the need to collect information on pesticide application timing across Europe, which could be done, if available, from National or regional Authorities. It is suggested that EFSA could help to coordinate the access to that information. The actual necessity of this information is discussed. It is agreed to postpone a possible STSM with this priority for the next Grant Period.
The WG highlights the need to find an expert leader for Task 2.3, as none of the current members harbours the necessary expertise.
WG3:
A scientific priority and host for an STSM is proposed within the framework of Task 3.3. A scientific priority for an STSM is proposed within the framework of Task 3.1.
It is agreed that Action outputs should be communicated with their corresponding uncertainty. It is proposed to use relevant EFSA Guidelines as a reference on how to communicate uncertainty.
WG4:
It is agreed to modify the timeline and begin implementation of WG4 Tasks since the beginning of the Action, in order to track progress of and provide feedback to the other WGs. 

Any Other Business (AOB)
The Chair informs that an expression of interest in becoming MC observer has been received from the EU Agency European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). Participation of EFSA as MC observer was unanimously pre-approved, pending on encoding by the Action Chair.
Jane Ebsen Morthorst suggests organizing an external meeting, not covered by Action budget, among the people attending SETACT Europe Annual Meeting in May 2020. It is agreed to contact the SETAC Interest Group of Ecotoxicology of Amphibians and Reptiles in order to celebrate that meeting as part of their activities during the Meeting.
It is agreed to create a glossary of terms and definitions to use technical terms in a uniform manner across action participants with different background and expertise. 

Closing 
The Chair acknowledges the participation of meeting attendants and congratulates everybody for the successful kick-off of the Action.


LIST OF ANNEXES

Annex 1 – Action Fact Sheet


Annex 2 - Agenda


Annex 3 – Attendance List 


Annex 4 – COST Association presentation


Annex 5 – The Rules of Procedure for COST Action Management Committees (COST doc. 134/14 REV3, Annex I).
https://www.cost.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/COST-134-14-REV-3-COST_Action_Management_Monitoring_Final_Assessment.pdf

Annex 6 – Presentation by the Action Chair 


Annex 7 – Proposed Task Leaders
	Task
	Proposed leader(s)

	1.1. Exposure routes
	Andreas Focks (Netherlands)
Andreu Rico (Spain)

	1.2. Sub-organismindividual
	Cecilia Berg (Sweden)

	1.3. Test methods
	David du Pasquier (France)

	2.1. Agricultural habitats
	Neftalí Sillero (Portugal)

	2.2. Ecology, phenology
	Marta Biaggini (Italy)

	2.3. Aquatic habitats
	-

	2.4. Indirect effects
	Miguel Carretero (Portugal)
Matthieu Denoël (Belgium)

	3.1. Focal species
	Valentin Mingo (Germany)

	3.2. Individual models
	Chris Topping (Denmark)
Manuel Ortiz (Spain)

	3.3. Taxonomic surrogates
	Annette Aldrich (Switzerland)

	3.4. Alternative methods
	Isabel Lopes (Portugal)

	4.1. Risk Assessment
	Silvia Pieper (Germany)

	4.2. Further needs
	-

	4.3. Monitoring
	Dan Cogalniceanu (Romania)
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                                COST Action CA18221                  


                COST Association             


COST Grant System   
 5 November 2019             


                        Action CA18221 Fact Sheet                     


  
 
            Title         


PEsticide RIsk AssessMent for Amphibians and Reptiles 


  
 
            Contacts         
MC Chair          Science Officer:          Administrative Officer: 


  
 


 Dr Federica ORTELLI  
COST Association  
federica.ortelli@cost.eu  
+3225333814 


 Ms Jeannette NCHUNG ORU  
COST Association  
jeannette.nchungoru@cost.eu  
+3225333850 


  
 
Details         


            Draft Mou:         OC-2018-2-23443              Mou:         038/19 
            Start of Action:                     06/11/2019                      Entry into force:                     28/06/2019         
            End of Action:                     05/11/2023                              CSO approval 


date:         
            04/06/2019         


  
 
            Objectives         


Amphibians and reptiles have been until recently the only two vertebrate classes not directly considered in the 
environmental risk assessment (ERA) of pesticides. The risks posed by these products on amphibians and 
reptiles have been assumed to be covered by assessments conducted on other vertebrates. The European 
Union published in 2013 the two first regulations incorporating specifically amphibians and reptiles into 
pesticide ERA. Following this legal requirement, the competent EU agency, the European Food Safety 
Authority, published in February 2018 a scientific opinion reviewing the state of the science relative to pesticide 
ERA for amphibians and reptiles. The scientific opinion constitutes the basis for the future development of a 
guidance document that will detail the procedures to be followed for possible pesticide authorization. The 
scientific opinion highlighted the scarcity of knowledge and identified those aspects that should be addressed 
before the elaboration of the guidance document to guarantee a protective ERA for amphibians and reptiles 
while keeping vertebrate testing to a minimum. The Action PERIAMAR will establish a multidisciplinary network 
of scientists from research institutions, regulatory agencies, chemical industry, environment-focused NGOs, 
and research private business that will analyse the available information and design an ERA protocol for 
possible implementation in the future guidance document. In addition, networking, training and dissemination 
activities will contribute to create a critical mass capable to address those knowledge gaps requiring further 
research on the long term, in order to maintain an ERA scheme safe enough to protect amphibians and reptiles 
from pesticide impacts. 
 


  
 
            Parties         
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Country             


                
Date             


                 
Country             


                
Date             


                 
Country             


                
Date             


                 
Country             


                
Date             


Albania 10/07/2019  Belgium 17/09/2019  Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 


28/06/2019  Bulgaria 02/07/2019 


Croatia 27/06/2019  Cyprus 28/06/2019  Czech 
Republic 


22/08/2019  Denmark 04/07/2019 


France 25/06/2019  Germany 23/08/2019  Greece 25/09/2019  Hungary 26/06/2019 


Israel 03/07/2019  Italy 07/10/2019  Netherlands 16/09/2019  Poland 30/08/2019 


Portugal 28/06/2019  Romania 18/07/2019  Serbia 09/07/2019  Slovakia 03/08/2019 


Slovenia 01/07/2019  Spain 22/07/2019  Sweden 11/09/2019  Switzerland 25/06/2019 


Turkey 23/10/2019  United 
Kingdom 


25/06/2019           


Total: 26  
  
 
            Intentions to accept the MoU         


                
Country             


                
Date             


                 
Country             


                
Date             


                 
Country             


                
Date             


                 
Country             


                
Date             


Total: 0  
 
            Working Groups         


None 


  
 
Website 


None 


  
 
            Management Committee         
            Chair                     Vice Chair         


              
              


                     


              
              


                     


  
     
                Albania             


Prof Valbona ALIKO                          
 MC Member                          
University of Tirana, Faculty of Natural Sciences  
        Boulvard "Zogu I", 25/1  
        1001 Tirana  


        Albania                          
valbona.aliko@fshn.edu.al                                                                         


Dr Ledia VASJARI                          
 MC Member                          
University of Tirana  
        Bulevardi "Zogu i Pare", nr. 25/1  
        1001 Tirana  


        Albania                          
lediavasjari@gmail.com                                                                         


Dr Enerit SACDANAKU                          
 MC Substitute                          
Faculty of Natural Sciences  
        Rruga Petro Nini Luarasi  
        1010 Tirana  
        Albania                          
eneriti@gmail.com                                                                         
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                Belgium             


Prof Mathieu DENOEL                          
 MC Member                          
University of Liege  
        Insitute of Zoology, 22 quai van Beneden  
        4020 Liege  
        Belgium                          
Mathieu.Denoel@uliege.be                                                                         


Prof An MARTEL                          
 MC Member                          
Ghent University  
        Saliburylaan 133  
        9820 merelbeke  
        Belgium                          
an.martel@ugent.be                                                                         


Prof Frank PASMANS                          
 MC Substitute                          
Ghent University  
        Salisburylaan, 133  
        9820 Merelbeke  
        Belgium                          
frank.pasmans@ugent.be                                                                         


                     


      
     
                Bosnia and Herzegovina             


Mr Stefan BOJIC                          
 MC Member                          
University of East Sarajevo, Faculty of Agriculture  
        Vuka Karadzica 30  
        71123 East Sarajevo  
        Bosnia and Herzegovina                          
bojicst@gmail.com                                                                         


Prof Sanel RIDJANOVIC                          
 MC Member                          
Dzemal Bijedic University of Mostar  
        University Campus  
        88104 Mostar  
        Bosnia and Herzegovina                          
Sanel.Ridjanovic@unmo.ba                                                                         


      
     
                Bulgaria             


Dr Simeon LUKANOV                          
 MC Member                          
Institute of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research  
        Tzar Osvoboditel No 1  
        1000 Sofia  
        Bulgaria                          
simeon_lukanov@abv.bg                                                                         


Dr Miroslav SLAVCHEV                          
 MC Member                          
Institute of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research  
        Tsar Osvoboditel blrd 1  
        1000 Sofia  
        Bulgaria                          
slmiro@abv.bg                                                                         


      
     
                Croatia             


Prof Branimir K. HACKENBERGER                          
 MC Member                          
Department of Biology  
        Cara Hadrijana 8A  
        HR-31000 Osijek  
        Croatia                          
hack@biologija.unios.hr                                                                         


Dr Olga JOVANOVIC GLAVAS                          
 MC Member                          
Josip Juraj Strossmayer University  
        Department of Biology, J.J. Strossmayer University, C. Hadrijana 8/A  
        31000 Osijek  
        Croatia                          
jovanovic.olga@gmail.com                                                                         


      
     
                Cyprus             


Prof Ioannis VOGIATZAKIS                          
 MC Member                          
Open University of Cyprus  
        33 Yiannou Kranidioti avenue  
        2252 Latsia Nicosia  
        Cyprus                          
ioannis.vogiatzakis@ouc.ac.cy                                                                         


Dr Savvas ZOTOS                          
 MC Member                          
Terra Cypria - The Cyprus Conservation Foundation  
         P.O.Box 50257  
        3602 Limassol  
        Cyprus                          
szotos@terracypria.org                                                                         
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                Czech Republic             


Ms Hana KUBATOVA-HIRSOVA                          
 MC Member                          
Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture  
        Zemedelska 1a  
        61300 Brno  
        Czech Republic                          
hana.kubatova-hirsova@ukzuz.cz                                                                         


                     


      
     
                Denmark             


Prof Christopher TOPPING                          
 MC Member                          
Aarhus Universityu  
        Grenaavej 14  
        8410 Ronde  
        Denmark                          
cjt@bios.au.dk                                                                         


Dr Jane Ebsen MORTHORST                          
 MC Member                          
Univerisity of Southern Denmark  
        Campusvej 55  
        5230 Odense M  
        Denmark                          
Jamor@biology.sdu.dk                                                                         


      
     
                France             


Dr David DU PASQUIER                          
 MC Member                          
Watchfrog  
        1 Rue Pierre Fontaine  
        91 000 Evry  
        France                          
pasquier@watchfrog.fr                                                                         


Dr Mattia MELI                          
 MC Member                          
Adama France Sas  
        33 rue de Verdun  
        92156 Suresnes Cedex  
        France                          
mattia.meli@adama.com                                                                         


      
     
                Germany             


Dr Valentin MINGO                          
 MC Member                          
Eurofins Agroscience Services Ecotox GmbH  
        Eutinger Str. 24  
        75223 Niefern-Oschelbronn  
        Germany                          
valentin_mingo@hotmail.com                                                                         


Dr Silvia PIEPER                          
 MC Member                          
German Environment Agency (UBA)  
        Worlitzer Platz 1  
        06844 Dessau  
        Germany                          
silvia.pieper@uba.de                                                                         


Dr Alexandra ESTHER                          
 MC Substitute                          
Julius Kuhn Institute  
        Toppheideweg  
        48161 Munster  
        Germany                          
alexandra.esther@julius-kuehn.de                                                                         


                     


      
     
                Greece             


Dr Petros LYMBERAKIS                          
 MC Member                          
Natural History Museum of Crete - University of Crete  
        Knosou Ave.  
        71409 Herakleio  
        Greece                          
lyberis@nhmc.uoc.gr                                                                         


Dr Antonios MAZARIS                          
 MC Member                          
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki  
        Department of Ecology, School of Biology, Aristotle University  
        UP Box 119 Thessaloniki  
        Greece                          
amazaris@bio.auth.gr                                                                         
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                Hungary             


Ms Zsanett MIKO                          
 MC Member                          
Plant Protection Institute  
        Herman Otto ut 15.  
        1022 Budapest  
        Hungary                          
miko.zsanett@agrar.mta.hu                                                                         


Dr Judit VOROS                          
 MC Member                          
Hungarian Natural History Museum  
        Baross u. 13.  
        1088 Budapest  
        Hungary                          
voros.judit@nhmus.hu                                                                         


      
     
                Israel             


Dr Jakob SHIMSHONI                          
 MC Member                          
Volcani Institute  
        68 HaMakkabbim Road  
        7528809 Rishon Letzion  
        Israel                          
jakobs@volcani.agri.gov.il                                                                         


Dr Oren SHELEF                          
 MC Substitute                          
Agricultural Research Organization (ARO)  
        P.O.B. 151590  , 68 Maccabim road  
        7505101 Rishon Le Tzion  
        Israel                          
shelef@volcani.agri.gov.il                                                                         


      
     
                Italy             


Dr Marta BIAGGINI                          
 MC Member                          
Universita degli Studi di Firenze  
        Via Romana, 17  
        50125 Florence  
        Italy                          
marta.biaggini@virgilio.it                                                                         


Mr Flavio MARCHETTO                          
 MC Member                          
International Centre for Pesticides and Health Risk Prevention  
        via G. B. Grassi 74  
        20157 Milan  
        Italy                          
marchetto.flavio@asst-fbf-sacco.it                                                                         


Dr Alessandra CAFFI                          
 MC Substitute                          
(not yet registered)                          
ales.caffi@gmail.com  
 PENDING                                                                         


                     


      
     
                Netherlands             


Dr Emily MCVEY                          
 MC Member                          
College voor de toelating van gewasbeschermingsmiddelen en biociden (Ctgb)  
        Bennekomseweg 41  
        6717 LL Ede  
        Netherlands                          
emily.mcvey@ctgb.nl                                                                         


Dr Andreas FOCKS                          
 MC Substitute                          
Wageningen Environmental Research  
        Droevendaalsesteg  
        6700 AA Wageningen  
        Netherlands                          
andreas.focks@wur.nl                                                                         


      
     
                Poland             


Dr Katarzyna KUREK                          
 MC Member                          
Institute of Nature Conservation, Polish Academy of Sciences  
        al. Adama Mickiewicza 33  
        31-120 Krakow  
        Poland                          
kkurek@iop.krakow.pl                                                                         


Dr Anna EKNER-GRZYB                          
 MC Member                          
Adam Mickiewicz University  
        Umultowska 89  
        61-614 Poznan  
        Poland                          
anna.ekner@gmail.com                                                                         


      
     
                Portugal             
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Dr Isabel LOPES                          
 MC Member                          
University of Aveiro  
        Campus Universitario de Santiago, Departamento de Biologia  
        3810-193 Aveiro Aveiro  
        Portugal                          
ilopes@ua.pt                                                                         


Dr Miguel A. CARRETERO                          
 MC Member                          
University of Porto  
        Campus de Vairao. Rua Padre Armando Quintas, NÂş 7  
        4485-661 Vairao  
        Portugal                          
carretero@cibio.up.pt                                                                         


Dr Neftali SILLERO                          
 MC Substitute                          
University of Porto  
        Observatorio Astronomico Prof. Manuel de Barros, Alameda do Monte 
da Virgem  
        4430-146  Vila Nova de Gaia  
        Portugal                          
neftali.sillero@gmail.com                                                                         


Dr Sergio MARQUES                          
 MC Substitute                          
University of Aveiro  
        Universidade de Aveiro, campus de santiago  
        3810-193 Aveiro Aveiro  
        Portugal                          
s.reis.marques@gmail.com                                                                         


      
     
                Romania             


Dr Laurentiu ROZYLOWICZ                          
 MC Member                          
University of Bucharest  
        1 Nicolae Balcescu  
        010041 Bucharest  
        Romania                          
laurentiu.rozylowicz@g.unibuc.ro                                                                         


Prof Dan COGALNICEANU                          
 MC Member                          
University Ovidius Constanta  
        Aleea Universitatii 1, Campus corp B, room P43  
        900470 Constanta  
        Romania                          
dcogalniceanu@univ-ovidius.ro                                                                         


Dr Raluca BANCILA                          
 MC Substitute                          
"Emil Racovita" Institute of Speleology of Romanian Academy  
        13 Septembrie  
        050711 Bucharest  
        Romania                          
bancila_ralucaioana@yahoo.com                                                                         


Dr Florina STANESCU                          
 MC Substitute                          
Ovidius University Constanta  
        Al. Universitatii no.1, Corp B, room P43  
        900470 Constanta  
        Romania                          
florina_stanescu@ymail.com                                                                         


      
     
                Serbia             


Dr Dusko BLAGOJEVIC                          
 MC Member                          
Institute for Biological Research "Sinisa Stankovic"  
        Bulevar despota Stefana 142  
        11060 Belgrade  
        Serbia                          
dblagoje@ibiss.bg.ac.rs                                                                         


Prof Jelka CRNOBRNJA-ISAILOVIC                          
 MC Member                          
Faculty of Sciences and Mathematics  
        Visegradska 33  
        18000 Nis  
        Serbia                          
jelka@pmf.ni.ac.rs                                                                         


Dr Sladjan PAVLOVIC                          
 MC Substitute                          
Institute for Biological Research "Sinisa Stankovic"  
        Bulevar despota Stefana 142  
        11060 Belgrade  
        Serbia                          
sladjan@ibiss.bg.ac.rs                                                                         


Dr Varja MIHAJLOVIC                          
 MC Substitute                          
University of Novi Sad, Faculty of Sciences  
        Trg Dositeja Obradovica 3  
        21000 Novi Sad  
        Serbia                          
varja.knezevic@dbe.uns.ac.rs                                                                         


Dr Tatjana ANDJELKOVIC                          
 MC Substitute                          
University of Nis Faculty of Science and Mathematics  
        Visegradska 33  
        18000 Nis  
        Serbia                          
tatjana.andjelkovic@outlook.com                                                                         


                     


      
     
                Slovakia             







     


     


7 


Dr Rastislav SABO                          
 MC Member                          
University of Veterinary Medicine and Pharmacy in Kosice  
        Komenskeho 73  
        041 81 Kosice  
        Slovakia                          
rastislav.sabo@uvlf.sk                                                                         


                     


      
     
                Slovenia             


Dr Anamarija ZAGAR                          
 MC Member                          
National Institute of Biology  
        Vecna pot 111  
        SI-1000 Ljubljana  
        Slovenia                          
anamarija.zagar@nib.si                                                                         


Dr Martina LUZNIK                          
 MC Member                          
University of Primorska  
        Glagoljaska 8  
        6000 Koper  
        Slovenia                          
martina.luznik@upr.si                                                                         


Dr David STANKOVIC                          
 MC Substitute                          
National Institute of Biology  
        Fornace 41  
        SI-6330 Piran  
        Slovenia                          
david.stankovic@nib.si                                                                         


Mr Gregor LIPOVSEK                          
 MC Substitute                          
  
          
           
                                  
gregor.lipovsek@ljubljanskobarje.si                                                                         


      
     
                Spain             


Dr Manuel Eloy ORTIZ SANTALIESTRA                          
 MC Member                          
Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha  
        Ronda de Toledo 12  
        13005 Ciudad Real  
        Spain                          
manuele.ortiz@uclm.es                                                                         


Dr Victoria PABLOS                          
 MC Member                          
Spanish National Institute for Agricultural Research and Technology  
        Crta La Coruna km7  
        28040 Madrid  
        Spain                          
pablos@inia.es                                                                         


Dr Andreu RICO                          
 MC Substitute                          
IMDEA Water  
        Punto Com 2  
        28805 Alcala de Henares  
        Spain                          
andreu.rico@imdea.org                                                                         


Dr Miguel GONZALEZ-DONCEL                          
 MC Substitute                          
INIA  
        A-6, Km. 7.5  
        E-28040 Madrid  
        Spain                          
miguelgd@inia.es                                                                         


      
     
                Sweden             


Dr Cecilia BERG                          
 MC Member                          
Uppsala University  
        Norbyvagen 18A  
        75236 Uppsala  
        Sweden                          
Cecilia.Berg@ebc.uu.se                                                                         


Ms Sofie SVANHOLM                          
 MC Member                          
Uppsala University  
        Norbyvagen 18A  
        75236 Uppsala  
        Sweden                          
sofie.svanholm@ebc.uu.se                                                                         


      
     
                Switzerland             
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Dr Annette ALDRICH                          
 MC Member                          
Agroscope  
        Schloss  
        8820 Wadenswil  
        Switzerland                          
annette.aldrich@agroscope.admin.ch                                                                         


Dr Marion JUNGHANS                          
 MC Member                          
Swiss Centre for Applied Ecotoxicology Eawag-EPFL  
        Ueberlandstrasse 133  
        8600 Duebendorf  
        Switzerland                          
marion.junghans@oekotoxzentrum.ch                                                                         


Dr Nathalie CHEVRE                          
 MC Substitute                          
University of Lausanne  
        Geopolis  
        1015 Lausanne  
        Switzerland                          
nathalie.chevre@unil.ch                                                                         


Dr Benedikt SCHMIDT                          
 MC Substitute                          
info fauna karch  
        UniMail, Batiment G, Bellevaux 51  
        2000 Neuchatel  
        Switzerland                          
benedikt.schmidt@unine.ch                                                                         


      
     
                Turkey             


Prof Cafer TURGUT                          
 MC Member                          
Adnan Menderes University  
        Adnan Menderes University , Faculty of Agriculture  
        09100 Aydin  
        Turkey                          
cturgut@adu.edu.tr                                                                         


                     


      
     
                United Kingdom             


Dr Daniel PICKFORD                          
 MC Member                          
Syngenta  
        Jealott's Hill  
        RG42 6EY Bracknell  
        United Kingdom                          
dan.pickford@syngenta.com                                                                         


Dr Laurence JARVIS                          
 MC Member                          
Froglife  
        1 Loxley  
        PE4 5BW Peterborough  
        United Kingdom                          
laurence.jarvis@froglife.org                                                                         


      
          
                Grant Holder:  Uppsala University- Sweden             
                GH Scientific Representative                              GH Financial Representative             


                   
                GH Legal Representative                              GH Manager/Administrator             
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AGENDA CA18221 


06 November 2019 – Manos Conference Centre, Chaussée de Charleroi 135, 1060 Brussels (B) 


1. Welcome to participants 


2. Adoption of the agenda 


3. Establishment of quorum and tour de table 


4. General information on COST mechanism and on the funding and reporting of coordination 


activities: 


• Sharing your work and results 


• COST Overview, policy and structure 


• COST Action: Participation, Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment 


• COST Action’s Administrative Rules and Guidelines 


5. Setting the frame for the Action 


• Budget 


• Presentation of the Scientific Committee recommendations to the Action 


6. Internal rules of procedure for the Management Committee of the COST Action 


7. Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair 


8. Selection of:  


• The Grant Holder institution  (Scientific Representative) 


• The FSAC rate for the Grant Holder institution  


9. Approval of IPCs/NNCs/SO (if applicable) 


 


========================= 


10. Presentation and discussion of the Action  


• MoU Objectives and working programme 


• Working method organisation and management 


• Distribution of tasks 
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• Strategies for implementing the COST Policy on Excellence and Inclusiveness 


 


12. Establishment of Action Management structure 


• Election of Working Group Leaders and STSM Manager 


• Election of other management roles 


 


13. Action implementation planning - 1st Grant Period (GP) 


• Grant Period Goals, WG tasks and deliverables 


• Activity and budget planning (Work and Budget Plan preparation) 


• Dissemination strategy/ planning (Publications and outreach activities) 


 


14. Closing 
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Name Country 


Prof Valbona Aliko Albania 


Dr Ledia Vasjari Albania 


Prof Mathieu Denoël Belgium 


Prof An Martel Belgium 


Dr Simeon Lukanov Bulgaria 


Dr Olga Jovanovic Glavas Croatia 


Prof Branimir K. Hackenberger Croatia 


Dr Savvas Zotos Cyprus 


Ms Hana Kubátová-Hiršová Czech Republic 


Dr Jane Ebsen Morthorst Denmark 


Dr David Du Pasquier France 


Dr Mattia Meli France 


Dr Valentin Mingo Germany 


Dr Silvia Pieper Germany 


Ms Zsanett Mikó Hungary 


Dr Jakob Shimshoni Israel 


Dr Marta Biaggini Italy 


Mr Flavio Marchetto Italy 


Dr Emily Mcvey Netherlands 


Dr Anna Ekner-Grzyb Poland 


Dr Katarzyna Kurek Poland 


Dr Miguel A. Carretero Portugal 


Dr Isabel Lopes Portugal 


Dr Sérgio Marques Portugal 


Prof Dan Cogalniceanu Romania 


Dr Laurentiu Rozylowicz Romania 


Dr Duško Blagojević Serbia 


Prof Jelka Crnobrnja-Isailović Serbia 


Dr Martina Lužnik Slovenia 


Dr David Stanković Slovenia 


Dr Manuel Eloy Ortiz Santaliestra Spain 


Dr Cecilia Berg Sweden 


Ms Sofie Svanholm Sweden 


Dr Annette Aldrich Switzerland 


Dr Marion Junghans Switzerland 


Prof Cafer Turgut Turkey 
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Action CA18221
PEsticide RIsk AssessMent for Amphibians and Reptiles


Federica Ortelli - Science Officer


Jeannette Nchung Oru - Administrative Officer


Karima Ben Salah - Media Officer


Brussels, 6th November 2019







2


COST Association Contact Points


Science Officer Federica Ortelli
Federica.ortelli@cost.eu
Tel: +32 (0)2 533 38 14


Administrative Officer Jeannette Nchung Oru
Jeannette.nchungoru@cost.eu
Tel: +32 (0)2 533 38 50


Media Officer Karima Ben Salah
karima.bensalah@cost.eu
Tel: +32 (0)2 533 38 03
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1. Welcome to participants


2. Adoption of the agenda


3. Establishment of quorum 


4. Tour de table / introduction of the MC members


5. General information on COST mechanism and on the funding and reporting of 
coordination activities:
▪ COST Overview, policy and structure


▪ COST Action: Participation, Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment


▪ COST Action’s Administrative Rules and Guidelines


6. Setting the frame for the Action
▪ Budget


▪ Presentation of the Scientific Committee recommendations to the Action


7. Internal rules of procedure for the Management Committee of the COST Action


8. Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair


9. Selection of: 
▪ The Grant Holder institution  (Scientific Representative)


▪ The FSAC rate for the Grant Holder institution 


Agenda


Minutes are prepared by COST
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Agenda


10. Presentation and discussion of the Action 


• MoU Objectives, tasks, deliverables (draft Constitution)


• Action governance, Working Groups and other management roles/structures


• Implementation of COST policies on the promotion of Inclusiveness and Excellence, gender balance 
and Early Career Investigators (ECI)


• Objectives, tasks, deliverables and timeline


• Action governance principles proposed in draft Constitution for the Action


11. Establishment of Action Management structure


• Definition of Working Groups and other management roles/structures


• Election of Working Group Leaders and STSM Manager


• Election of other management roles


12. Action implementation planning - 1st Grant Period (GP)


• Grant Period Goals, WG tasks and deliverables


• Activity and budget planning (Work and Budget Plan preparation)


• Dissemination strategy/ planning (Publications and outreach activities)


13. Any Other Business (AOB) – approval on NNC, IPC, IO


14. Closing


Minutes are prepared by the MC
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Tour de Table


✓ Name


✓ Country


✓ Interest / Working Group
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▪ Official start date of the Action


▪ General information about COST and management of 


COST Action


▪ Election of key positions within the Action and Selection of 


GH institution (by voting)


▪ Discussion to prepare draft plan of activities in 1st Grant 


Period


▪ Meet the MC Members


1st MC meeting purpose







Science Communication of 
COST Actions


COST Association, Brussels September 2019 – Karima BenSalah


A key leadership role 
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Where do we start? 
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▪ Dissemination targets specific audiences to bring 
knowledge and expertise on particular topic.


Dissemination versus Communication 
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▪ Communication engage with wider audience via 
mainstream channels. 


▪ You don’t really understand something unless you can explain it 
to your grandmother. 


Dissemination versus communication 
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Why communication is important? 


By Anne Roe, The making of a scientist (1953)
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▪ Share knowledge with specific target groups, e.g. research 
community, civil society, patient groups, industry, …etc.


▪ Build new connections within and outside your Action, which also 
helps the Action grow  - Visibility 


▪ Advise on public policies, and influence the decision-making 
process (evidence-based policy making)


▪ Educate and inform the general public: demonstrate the value of 
Universities and Research Institutes 


▪ Helps to spark new collaborations and expand your COST Action 
network. 


▪ Might be the way to other EU funded projects.


Why?
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Visibility is important 
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▪ We can share via our monthly Press Review 


▪ Articles & contributions in specific publications 


▪ Articles in mainstream mass media


▪ Trainings, conferences, workshops you will organise


▪ Any Activities…Let us know 


▪ Communication and dissemination will increase the 
impact 


When you contribute let us know…
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Science Communication Manager


▪ Build a communication strategy and a plan for the Action – Goal and 
achievement. 


▪ Inform the Communications Officer @COST about any media 
contacts, events, achievements, any newsworthy developments.


▪ Manage tools and channels: website, social media, videos, 
infographics, brochures, etc.


▪ Create a COST Action website (Visibility and Network) EUR 9000


▪ Coordinates Final Action Dissemination (FAD) Grant


▪ Scientific Publications/Open Access
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How?


▪ Think strategically: consider your MoU objectives 


to build the communication strategy and plan.


▪ It will help you to identify your goals and what 


you want to achieve. 


▪We have tools to help you build your 


communication strategy specific to your Action. 
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Make a plan – Communication strategy. 


▪ What do you want to achieve? (purpose of the Action)


▪ Who is your target audience? Scientific community, 


policymakers,  local/national/EU authorities, regulatory bodies, 


associations, SMEs, industry, NGOs…? 


▪ How ? Channels and tools you will use


▪ When? Think of timeliness – key moments - not only at the end 


of the Action. Planning. 


▪ Why? Do you want to inform, advise, influence, engage?
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▪ Eligible costs Vademecum


▪ COST strategy and visual identity: our brand book 


▪ Guidelines for the Communication, Dissemination 
and Exploitation of COST Action results and 
outcomes


▪ Communicating your Action How-to Kit


▪ Toolbox.
You can find all documents are on this page: https://www.cost.eu/visual-identity/


Supporting Tools
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Communication support 


▪ We can help and provide guidance (Press releases, articles, 


interviews, communication…


▪ We’ll share via the Press Review your Actions' releases and 


activities when released (STSM; Workshops; Training…)


▪ Acknowledging COST: Print & online; scientific papers; posters; 


videos…


▪ COST Academy
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▪ Communication and dissemination are important 


▪ Supported by the COST communications team


▪ Several tools and trainings (COST Academy)


▪ Support from the COST Action budget over 4 years + 
additional grant at the end (FAD grant)


In a nutshell
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▪Stay in touch with our department: 


karima.bensalah@cost.eu


communications@cost.eu


▪ Join our online community:  


Contact
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COST Framework and Policy
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▪ COST is an intergovernmental, pan-European Framework


established in 1971 (38 Member Countries and 1 Cooperating


State).


▪ COST mission: “COST provides networking opportunities for


researchers and innovators in order to strengthen Europe’s


capacity to address scientific, technological and societal


challenges”.


▪ COST implements its mission by funding bottom-up,


excellence-driven, open and inclusive networks (Actions) for


peaceful purposes in all areas of science and technology.


What is COST?







26


▪ Framework Partnership Agreement (FPA): strategic


agreement with the European Commission for Horizon 2020


and Specific Grant Agreements for its implementation


▪ EUR 300 million budget for 7 years drawn from two Horizon


2020 work programmes:


▪ Challenge 6 “Europe in a changing world - inclusive,


innovative and reflective Societies”


▪ “Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation”


COST funding
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COST Policy 


Excellence 
and 


Inclusiveness


Geographical 
coverage


Gender
Early Career 
Investigators 







28


COST Policy – geographical coverage
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COST Policy – geographical coverage


This policy aims at: 


▪ Connecting “pockets of excellence” in S&T operating from diverse 


locations in Europe.


▪ Enabling researchers from less research-intensive countries (ITC) 


to engage with peers all over Europe and beyond.


▪ Providing research communities equal access to knowledge 


infrastructures and funding.


Proactive role of the Action:


Leadership roles in the Action (e.g. Grant Holder, WG Leader) and/or 


benefitting from COST networking tools, in particular STSMs, Training 


Schools and ITC Conference Grants.
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COST Policy – Early Career Investigators 
(ECIs) and Gender Balance


Encourage ECIs* and underrepresented gender to 
engage in active participation and take-up 
leadership roles.


E.g. leadership roles in the Action (e.g. Grant Holder, WG Leader) 
and/or benefitting from COST networking tools, in particular 
STSMs, Training Schools and ITC Conference Grants.


*Early Career Investigators → up to 8 years from PhD degree
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COST ACTIONS
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▪ Bottom-up science and technology networks open to 


researchers and stakeholders and all S&T disciplines


▪ About 250 running COST Actions


▪ COST Actions operates through a range of networking 


tools


COST Actions


TRAINING 
SCHOOLS


SHORT-TERM SCIENTIFIC 
MISSIONS and ITC 


CONFERENCE GRANTS


DISSEMINATION 
ACTIVITIES


CONFERENCES / 
WORKSHOPS
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COST Action Structure
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Action Structure 
COST


Association


MANAGEMENT


COMMITTEE


(MC)


WG 1 WG 2 WG X


GRANT HOLDER


(GH)


WG 3


Action Chair 


Action Vice-Chair
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To Achieve MoUs objectives, deliverables and create impact


▪ Coordination, Implementation, and Management of the Action:


▪ Implementation the Action with the Work and Budget Plan


▪ Implementation of COST Policy, Dissemination and 


Exploitation Strategy (IPR)


▪ Monitoring & Assessment of the progress


▪ Decision on membership (WG, new Countries, NNC/IPC 


Institutions)


▪ Supervision of Appropriate Allocation and Use of Funds  


Management Committee


COMPOSED OF


Up to 2 Members per Participating COST Country (nominated by the respective CNC –
COST National Coordinator)
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Management Committee - Leadership roles


Action Chair 


Action Vice-Chair


Working Group Leaders


Grant Holder Scientific Representative


Short Term Scientific Mission Coordinator


Science Communication Manager


Leaders of horizontal activities 


CORE GROUP


to prepare 


MC decisions


At least 1 


Leader 


from ITC
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MC Observers


• Approved Institutions from:


• Near Neighbour Countries (NNC) and


• International Partner Countries (IPC)


• Approved specific organisations:


• European Commission (EC) and EU Agencies


• European RTD Organisations


• International Organisations
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MC decision making


Minimum once a year in a participating
COST Country


Typical duration ½ day


Decisions only valid if at least 2/3 of the
Participating COST Countries are
represented


Simple majority vote of MC Members
with 1 vote / Participating COST
Country


Action Chair does not have the right to
vote


MC decision must be reported in the
minutes and these be sent to the COST
Association


MC MEETINGS E-VOTE


Initiated and managed by the MC Chair


All MC members are in the e-mail list


Vote open for 7 days


Tacit approval


Simple majority vote of MC Members
with 1 vote / Participating COST
Country


MC decision must be included in the
official MC minutes of the following
MC Meeting
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Working Groups


▪ WG Leaders must be MC Members


PRODUCTION & EXCHANGE OF RESEARCH


COMPOSED OF


▪ MC members (all MC members should become active members
of WGs)


▪ Any researcher in COST Countries participating in the Action


▪ MC Observers from approved Non-COST Institutions
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COST NETWORKING TOOLS
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COST Networking Tools


MC & Core Group 
Meetings


Dissemination


Training 


Schools


ITC Conference 


Grants


for ECI and PHD 


Students


Short-Term Scientific 
Missions (STSMs) 


Dissemination 


meetings


Workshops &


Conferences


Working Group 


Meetings


COST 


Networking Tools
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COST Networking Tools: Meetings


▪ Internal Meetings


o Management Committee (MC),


o Core Group (CG) and


o Working Group (WG) Meetings


▪ Workshops and Conference: serve the Action’s


objectives and act as a showcase for the activities of


the Action.


▪ Dissemination Meetings: to showcase an Action at


relevant conference in the field (oral presentation); max


2 participants are eligible to be reimbursed per GP.
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STSM, ITC Conference Grant, TS


Short Term Scientific Mission (STSM) - Exchange visits


fostering collaboration, contributing to the scientific objectives


of the Actions and allowing participant to learn new


techniques, to have access to data/instruments/methods not


available in their own institution.


ITC Conference Grant - PhD Student and ECI based in a


participating ITC Countries to attend a conference and giving


either an oral or poster presentation.


Training School (TS) - Provide intensive training on a subject


that contributes to the aim of the Action (new or emerging


subject).
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Dissemination


▪ Website, material for display or distribution (flyers,


posters,…), Publications (journal, books,…), Multimedia


content, Distribution costs, …


▪ Must reflect the Action’s objectives


▪ Open access
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Participating in COST Actions
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How COST Member Countries join an Action MC


CSO


Approval


(04/06/2019)


1 year after 


CSO approval


(03/06/2020)


END 


ACTION


If new COST Countries join the Action


NO 


MC Approval


needed


MC Approval


needed
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To support the involvement of researchers from Near Neighbour 
and International Partner Countries in COST Actions on the basis 
of mutual benefit.


International Cooperation with NNC and IPC
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How IPCs, NNCs and Specific Organisation join 
an Action


1. Entity already included in the proposal


▪ After 1st MC: Chair encodes mutual benefit


▪ Chair initiates MC approval or confirms approval made at the 1st


MC meeting


2. New Entity


▪ Chair encodes applicant details in e-COST


▪ Applicant and Chair complete application form in e-COST


▪ Online approval by MC and COST Association


Once the individual participation is approved the applicant becomes 
MC Observer.







COST Actions
Administrative Rules and Guidelines
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2


3


COST Grant System


COST Networking tools   


Reimbursement Rules


Content
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e-Cost management 


tool


Grant 


Agreement & 


Annex A 
(Working Budget 


Plan)


Grant Holder 


Institution


COST Vademecum


COST Grant System (CGS)


The scheme through 
which a yearly grant 
is allocated to an 
elected GH to carry 
out the networking 
tasks.







Management 


Committee 


(MC) 


Affiliation


Legal entity


Financially stable


Accept electronically 


signed documents


Apply COST Rules


(i.e flat rate)


The Grant Holder Institution 







Test Tube Diagram 
Concept


This is a sample text.
3rd payment


2nd payment 


desired text here.1st payment 


*FSAC = max. 


15% of actual 


scientific 


expenditure


50%


35%


15%


No carry over


of unspent funds


*FSAC - Financial and Scientific Administration and Coordination support


Payment of Grant
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MC & Core Group 
Meetings


Dissemination


Training 


Schools


ITC Conference Grants


for ECI and PHD 


Student


Short-Term Scientific 
Missions (STSMs) 


Dissemination 


meetings


Workshops &


Conferences


Working Group 


Meetings


COST 


Networking Tools







Workshops or 


Conference


Final Meeting


Core Group 
. 


Working Group


Management 


Committee 
. 


Dissemination 


Meeting
. 


Meetings 
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WHERE: 
▪ Participating Participating COST Full Member/COST Cooperating 


Member   


▪ At research institutions or COST Association premises.


▪ Economical and accessible public transport options – think of ITC 


policy!


WHAT can be reimbursed:
Participation open to everyone              Funding the participation for a specific 


activity depends on:


▪ Eligibility Criteria (Vademecum)


▪ MC Decision / Selection Criteria


Meetings – Where, What and Who
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Meetings – Who
Is eligible for MC meetings is eligible for any other Action  meeting
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Meetings – Who is not eligible


MC Observers from 


COST Partner Members, 


approved IPC 


Institutions, approved IO, 


the EC and EU Agencies


Any other participant not 


specifically mentioned as 


being eligible.


Not eligible 


to be 


reimbursed
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Location:


Attendance at European event/conferences is 


preferred. However, events/conferences held 


elsewhere can also be considered.


Financial Support:


Eligible Participants can receive financial support for


their travel, accommodation and meal expenses plus


up to EUR 500 for conference fee.


▪ MC Members or their Substitutes
▪ Maximum 2 Action Participants per Grant 


Period
▪ Listed in the official programme


Dissemination meetings
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Reimbursement Rules
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Local Transport – travel within 1 country


Taxi expenses:


▪ No other means of 


public transport  


▪ To/From airport/train 


station between 


10pm and 7am 
AND


Up to EUR 80 in total 


with receipts


Public transport 


expenses (shuttle, bus, 


train, metro & tram):


▪ ≤ EUR 25 → No 


receipts required 


▪ > EUR 25 → All 


receipts required


Also eligible (receipts are 


required):


▪ Ferry travel


▪ Car travel


▪ Luggage fees


▪ Parking expenses 


▪ Entry visa fees
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Long distance travel = cross border travel 


Car travel expenses:


▪ Maximum distance 


2000 km at 
✓ EUR 0.20 per km 


✓ EUR 0.30 per km 


with 2 or more 


eligible participants


▪ Proof of distance 


(i.e Google Map) 


Train, bus and      


ferry expenses:


▪ First, second and 


business class


▪ invoice and 


receipts


Flight expenses:


▪ Economy class 


only


▪ Max EUR 1200


▪ Invoice and full 


itinerary
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▪ Flat rate: EUR 120 per night  


▪ No receipts


▪Maximum nights = actual number 
of meeting days attended + 1 
night before the event 


▪MC decision: lower flat rate


▪ Same flat rate


Accommodation expenses
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▪ Flat rate: EUR 20 for lunch and dinner 


▪ No receipts 


▪ Based on travel dates


▪ Offered meals by Local 
Organiser Support (LOS)


▪MC decision: lower flat rate


▪ Same flat rate


Meals expenses
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▪ Registration, lecture fees and 
honoraria


▪ Insurance (life, medical, health, 
luggage, etc.)


▪ Fuel, road tolls and car rental 


▪ Charges for a rebooked travel ticket


▪ Expenses associated with obtaining 
entry visas


Meetings – non-eligible expenses
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How to access your reimbursement
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How to complete your reimbursement
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71







72
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Training Schools
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▪ Location: 
▪ Participating COST Full Member/COST Cooperating 


Member   
▪ Approved NNC Institution


▪ Financial Support:
▪ Trainers: same as meetings reimbursement rules
▪ Trainees: fixed grants - up to EUR 1500 (no 


receipts)


➢ Recommendation: from 3 days up to 2 weeks
and 3 Trainees per 1 Trainer 


Training Schools - Eligibility Rules
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Any MC Observer from Near 


Neighbour Country (NNC)


Any Action Participant 


from Participating COST 


Full Member/ COST 


Cooperating Member


Eligibility for Trainers


Any MC Oberserver


from IPC institution and 


COST Partner Member


Up to 4 Invited Speakers
once during the Action’s life time


Any Action Participant from 


Approved International and 


European RTD Organisation
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Any  MC Observer from 


Near Neighbour Country 


(NNC) Institutions


Eligibility for Trainees


Any Action Participant from 


Approved European RTD 


Organisation


Any Action Participant 


from COST Full Member/ 


COST Cooperating 


Member
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Local Organiser Support (LOS)







78


Local Organiser – Financial  Support 







79


Short Term 
Scientific Mission 


(STSM)
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▪Duration: minimum 5 days including travel


▪ STSM activities: within 1 Grant Period 
(e.g. 1 May 19 – 30 April 2020)


▪ Financial support: fixed contribution (grant= no receipts)


▪ up to EUR 160 per day/hotel and meals


▪ up to EUR 300 for travel


▪ max EUR 3500 in total


STSMs – Financial Support 
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▪ Researchers from a Participating Inclusiveness 
Target Country (ITC): 
50% of the grant upon completion of the 1st day  


✓Scientific report approved before payment


▪Selection of Grantees: responsibility of the MC/STSM 
Coordinator


STSM – Specific Provisions
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*ITC Conference 
Grants


* Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, 
fYR Macedonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro, 


Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey 
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Location:


Attendance at European event/conferences is 


preferred. However, events/conferences held 


elsewhere can also be considered.


Financial Support:


▪ Grant up to EUR 2500 paid after the event.


▪ Scientific report approved before payment.


Who:


▪ Only PhD students and Early Career Investigators 


(ECI) with affiliation in a Participating Inclusiveness 


Target Country (ITC)


▪ Oral/poster presentation


▪ Listed in the official program


▪ Pre-Approval by the MC/ITC CG Coordinator
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Dissemination
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Aim


To communicate the work and results of the COST Action to a wide range of audiences, including 


non-scientific ones. Must comply with COST branding rules (https://www.cost.eu/visual-identity//) 


and have minimum 3 co–authors from 3 different countries participating in the Action.



https://www.cost.eu/visual-identity/
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Work and Budget Plan and funding
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The Work and Budget Plan (WBP) is the basis 
for your Grant Agreement (AGA)


Action Grant Agreement (AGA)


GRANT 


HOLDER


(GH)


COST


ASSOCIATION


MANAGEMENT 


COMMITTEE 


(MC)


SO negotiates and


approves W&B


COST ASSOCIATION e-signs AGA with GH


The Action Chair is the contact point and needs to submit the Work and 
Budget Plan via e-COST (https://e-services.cost.eu/user/login/)
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Foreseen Grant Periods:


GP1: 01 / 12 / 2019 → 30 / 04 / 2020


GP2: 01 / 05 / 2020 → 30 / 04 / 2021


GP3: 01 / 05 / 2021 → 30 / 04 / 2022


GP4: 01 / 05 / 2022 → 30 / 04 / 2023


GP5: 01 / 05 / 2023 → 05 / 11 / 2023


Grant Periods
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▪ 1st Grant period: 01/12/2019 – 30/04/2020


▪ Allocated budget: 65.000 EUR (26 participating COST Countries)


A. SUMMARY BUDGET


(1) MEETINGS 


(2) SHORT-TERM SCIENTIFIC MISSIONS


(3) TRAINING SCHOOLS


(4) ITC CONFERENCE GRANTS 


(5) PUBLICATIONS, DISSEMINATION, OUTREACH


(6) OTHERS


B. TOTAL SCIENCE EXPENDITURE (sum of (1) to (6))


C. Financial and Scientific Administration and Coordination (FSAC) (max. of 
15% of D.)


D. TOTAL EXPENDITURE (B+C) = 65.000 EUR


1st Grant Period
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▪ Keep your focus on the Achievement of your MoU
Objectives


▪ Optimise your budget utilisation by grouping
meetings (e.g. MC with WG meetings)


▪ Strive to spend all your GP budget:


No carry over of underspent budget to following 
GP!


▪ Any addition / amendment (e.g. new activity or
cancellation of an event) of the approved WBP needs
SO and MC approval


Key points on WBP
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COST ACTION MONITORING
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Monitoring
Review Type Purpose and features Reviewed by


Progress 


Review 1


(M12)


Implementation of Scientific Committee


Recommendations & COST Policy on Excellence


and Inclusiveness


Scientific


Committee


Identifies any specific interventions needed


The Action will have to assess their implementation


of the COST Policy on Excellence and


Inclusiveness (data of the Action will be provided


by the COST Association)


Progress 


Review 2


(M24)


Monitors the progress (towards achievements),


Impacts & Successes, Dissemination &


Exploitation Independent 


External 


Expert 


assigned by 


the COST 


Association 


Identifies specific interventions / urgent needs for


improvement


An Action Rapporteur will be appointed by the


COST Association and will perform the evaluation


remotely based on a report prepared by the Action


Chair
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Final Assessment


Review Type Purpose and features Reviewed by


Final 


Assessment


(End of the 


Action)


Identify how well the Action has reached the defined


MoU objectives and deliverables (Achievements,


Impacts & Successes, Dissemination & Exploitation,


and added value of the networking)


Independent 


External 


Expert 


assigned by 


the COST 


Association 


Collects data for:


▪ COST Association reporting to EC


▪ Impact Analyses


▪ The identification of success stories


▪ The identification of emerging themes/


potentially important future developments


An Action Rapporteur will be appointed by the


COST Association and will perform the evaluation


remotely based on a report prepared by the Action


Chair (MC approval needed)
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To comply with the COST Excellence and Inclusiveness Policy the level of


involvement of:


▪ Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITCs) should be maintained and a plan should


be developed and implemented to ensure the full involvement of ITC


representatives in all aspects of the Action's implementation;


▪ Early Career Investigators (ECIs) should be maintained and a plan should be


developed and implemented to ensure the full involvement of ECIs in all aspects


of the Action's implementation (including in Action leadership positions);


▪ the gender balance should be improved and a plan should be maintained and a


plan should be developed and implemented to ensure gender balance in all


aspects of the Action's implementation (including in Action leadership positions).


SC Recommendation
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What is expected from a COST Action?


▪ Achieve the MoU objectives by making the best use of the 


networking tools


▪ Expand the network (within participating countries and 


reaching out to the missing ones)


▪ Implement the COST policy


➢unexpected outcomes from formal / informal discussions can 


help shaping the Action


▪ Disseminate and exploit the results
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What is NOT a COST Action? 


▪Research and Innovation project


▪ Fixed consortium


▪Static implementation of the MoU
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Important documents


https://www.cost.eu/funding/how-to-get-funding/documents-and-guidelines/



https://www.cost.eu/funding/how-to-get-funding/documents-and-guidelines/
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1. Welcome to participants


2. Adoption of the agenda


3. Establishment of quorum 


4. Tour de table / introduction of the MC members


5. General information on COST mechanism and on the funding and reporting of 
coordination activities:


▪ COST Overview, policy and structure


▪ COST Action: Participation, Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment


▪ COST Action’s Administrative Rules and Guidelines


6. Setting the frame for the Action


▪ Budget


▪ Presentation of the Scientific Committee recommendations to the Action


7. Internal rules of procedure for the Management Committee of the COST Action


8. Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair


9. Selection of: 


▪ The Grant Holder institution  


▪ The FSAC rate for the Grant Holder institution 


Agenda






image6.emf
CA18221_Presentatio n


CA18221_Presentation


PERIAMAR (CA18221) MCM1, 6 Nov 2019


Presentation of the 


COST Action PERIAMAR (CA18221)
PEsticide RIsk AssessMent for 


Amphibians and Reptiles


Brussels, November 6th 2019







PERIAMAR (CA18221) MCM1, 6 Nov 2019


A & R are 
legally protected 


species


EFSA Scientific Opinion
(February 2018, 


doi: 10.2903/j.efsa.2018.5125)


Background and motivation


Pesticide use is a 
major threat for A & R 


populations


Guidance
ERA for A & R


…when?


Environmental risk 
assessment (ERA)  


of pesticides


Open 
questions


Specific regulation 
to protect A&R 
from pesticides







Background and motivation
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Herp. Ecology
Herp. Biogeography
Herp. Biology
Herp. Ecophysiology
Environmental fate
Ecotoxicology
Toxicity modelling
Ecological modelling
Risk assessment
Alternative methods
Bioinformatics


PERIAMAR’s main aim and objective:
To design an environmental risk assessment 
procedure to avoid unacceptable impacts of 
pesticides to amphibians and reptiles


Open questions


Exposure 
assessment


• Environmental exposure scenarios little representative for herpetofauna
• Assessed exposure routes based on other vertebrates


Effect 
assessment


• Scarcity of toxicity data for reptiles and terrestrial amphibians
• No patterns of interspecific or intraspecific variation in sensitivity
• Lack of information on modes of action and specific toxicity outcomes


Risk 
assessment


• Poor definition of focal species
• Necessity of extrapolation to population-level effects
• Trade-off between completing assessment and minimizing animal testing


Knowledge gaps
(research needed)


Information gaps
(compilation needed)


Multidisciplinary 
task


Capacity 
Building


Research 
Coordination







Research Coordination Objectives


 RCO1. To identify, prioritize and/or detail further the research needs to be addressed in the
short- or medium-term in order to create an efficient framework for pesticide ERA for amphibians
and reptiles.


 RCO2. To continuously update and analyse the available information potentially useful to fill
the gaps relative to the characterisation of pesticide exposure and effects on amphibians and
reptiles.


 RCO3. To propose innovative strategies for implementing ERA schemes for amphibians and
reptiles based on increasing representativeness and ecological relevance of the
assessment while minimising animal use.


 RCO4. To design an ERA scheme, targeting a pesticide usage safe for herpetofauna, that can
be further implemented by EU and national authorities across Europe and serve as a reference
to authorities responsible for ERA around the globe.


 RCO5. To design a protocol for post-registration monitoring of pesticide risks to
herpetofauna.
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Capacity Building Objectives


 CBO1. To build a multidisciplinary critical mass of scientists from academia, government,
business and NGOs to anticipate, and eventually face, future challenges relative to the potential
impacts of pesticide use on European amphibians and reptiles.


 CBO2. To provide, through an interdisciplinary training program, graduate students and Early
Career Investigators (ECI) with the competences necessary to conduct future research
initiatives, in both private and public entities, focused on ERA of pesticides for amphibians and
reptiles.


 CBO3. To foster capacities of risk assessors from EU and national registration agencies
relative to judgement of pesticide risks to herpetofauna and to their consideration as part of the
pesticide registration scheme.


 CBO4. To integrate different stakeholders, including industry, academia, environmental risk
assessors, crop protection regulators, farmers, and environment-focused NGOs and scientific
societies, for knowledge transfer and inter-sectorial feedback on the situation of amphibians and
reptiles relative to pesticide usage.
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Implementation structure 
WGs, tasks and contribution to RCO
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WG 1 (individual-based assessment) RCO
1.1 Assessment of exposure routes 1,2


1.2 Extrapolation of toxicity from sub-
organismal to individual level


1,2


1.3 Development of toxicity test methods 3


WG 2 (ecosystem-level assessment) RCO
2.1 Distribution in agricultural habitats 2


2.2 Exposure risk as a function of spatial 
ecology and phenology


3


2.3 Exposure characterization for aquatic 
habitats


3


2.4 Estimation of indirect effects of pesticides 
on herpetofauna


3


WG 3 (surrogacy and replacement) RCO
3.1 Determination of focal species for 


pesticide assessment
2


3.2 Design of individual-based models 3


3.3 Toxicity data extrapolation from other taxa 3


3.4 Use of replacement methods for toxicity 
and exposure assessment


3


WG 4 (risk assessment) RCO
4.1 Elaboration of a Guidance Document 


proposal for EFSA
4


4.2 Identification of future research 
challenges


4


4.3 Design of a monitoring protocol for 
retrospective assessment


5







Progress and Milestones
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WG2


Task 2.1 Task 2.2 Task 2.3 Task 2.4


WG3


Task 3.1 Task 3.2 Task 3.3 Task 3.4


WG1


Task 1.1 Task 1.2 Task 1.3


WG4


Task 4.1 Task 4.2 Task 4.3


1


2


7


4


5


86


9


3
Red numbers indicate milestones







Deliverables
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# Description of deliverable Q
WG1 1 Report with conclusions of STSMs of tasks 1.1 and 1.2 (attached to minutes of WGM1.2) 9


2 Final proposal on needs for developing test methods (attached to minutes of WGM1.3) 13
3 Submission of paper reporting relevant findings of WG1 (drafted during WGM1.3) 14


WG2 4 Proposal to relate pesticide use to spatial ecology and phenology (in WGM2.1 minutes) 2
5 Proceedings of WS-WG2, including proposal to address indirect effects in ERA 9
6 Report on refinement options for pesticide ERA of herpetofauna (in WGM2.2 minutes) 13
7 Submission of paper reporting relevant findings of WG2 (drafted during WGM2.2) 14


WG3 8 Structure of the life history trait database for focal species selection (in WGM3.1 minutes) 2
9 Completed life history trait database and proposal for focal species (in WGM3.2 minutes) 7
10 Conclusions of tasks 3.3 / 3.4 STSMs on surrogacy and replacement (WGM3.3 minutes) 9
11 Proceedings of WS-WG3, including proposal to implement landscape models in ERA 12
12 Submission of paper reporting relevant findings of WG3 (drafted during WS-WG3) 13


WG4 13 Proposal of detailed pesticide ERA scheme for herpetofauna (in WGM4.3 minutes) 15
14 Proceedings of the Final Workshop, including proposals for retrospective assessment, future research


steps, and possible coordinated actions
16







Timeline
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GP1 GP2 GP3 GP4 GP5


1.1. Exposure routes
1.2. Sub-organismindividual
1.3. Test methods


M1 M2


2.1. Agricultural habitats
2.2. Ecology, phenology
2.3. Aquatic habitats
2.4. Indirect effects


M3 M4


3.1. Focal species
3.2. Individual models
3.3. Taxonomic surrogates
3.4. Alternative methods


M6 M5 M7


4.1. Risk Assessment
4.2. Further needs
4.3. Monitoring


M8 M9


Rep. Concl. 
1.1, 1.2


Pap. findings 
WG1Prop. needs 


tests meth. 


2019                   2020                                    2021                                       2022               2023


Prop. relate 
pesticide use 
and ecology 


Proc. WS 
indirect eff.


Rep. refinement. Pap. findings 
WG2


Struc. database FS Database FS


Rep. Concl. 
3.3, 3.4


Proc. WS 
landscape 


models
Pap. findings WG3


Prop. ERA 
scheme Proc. 


final 
WS 


Deliverables M Milestones







Implementation for GP1 and 1st action year
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WG Timeline Milestones Deliverables Activities


WG1


GP1 (March) •WG meeting


1st year (Dec)
•STSM exposure through different matrices
•STSM design experiment to assess dermal uptake
•TS: Extrapolation of toxic effects


WG2


GP1 (March)
Proposal to relate pesticide 
use to spatial ecology and 


phenology (in WGM minutes)


•WG meeting


1st year (Dec)
Finish task 2.1 
(distribution in 


agricultural habitats)


•STSM GIS analysis distribution herps in agricultural landscapes 
•STSM community structure in agroecosystems (indirect effects)


WG3
GP1 (March)


Structure of the life history trait 
database for focal species 


selection (in WGM minutes)


•WG meeting


1st year (Dec) •STSM risk coverage of herps by other groups in pesticide ERA
•STSM in vitro testing applied to herpetofauna studies


WG4 GP1 (March) •WG meeting
1st year (Dec)


Adapt this plan to the WG strategy. Does not need to be strictly followed







Impact
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Stakeholder Potential benefit
Academia Young research training and career promotion, creation/access to large scientific networks


National pesticide 
registration agencies Tools to address protection goals and to improve pesticide risk assessment


Chemical industry Protocols for adequate risk assessment, reduction of pesticide impacts
SMEs Increased visibility


Nature-focused NGOs Management to increase biodiversity protection
EU agencies (EFSA, 


ECHA)
Tools to address protection goals in pesticide risk assessment and to improve 


environmental risk assessment of chemicals in general
Non-EU pesticide 


registration agencies Exportable strategy for pesticide risk assessment of herpetofauna


Risk managers Tools for decision-making, balance of stakeholders’ interests


Farmers Contribution to sustainable crop production, maintenance of the ecosystem service as pest 
controllers provided by herpetofauna


Laypersons Advanced knowledge, biodiversity protection, sustainable agriculture







Dissemination and Communication 
Objectives (DCO)
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DCO Receptor stakeholder(s) Channel(s) CBO


1. Disseminate research results
Academia, Natl. agencies, 
Industry, SME, NGO, EU 


agencies


Papers, conference presentations, 
WG meeting reports, TS outputs, WS 
outputs, Action reports, digital news


CBO1
CBO2
CBO3


2. Create consortia to develop further proposals 
/ research


Academia, Natl. agencies, 
Industry, SME, NGO Proposal submissions CBO1


CBO3


3. Export European ERA strategy Non-EU agencies
Conference presentations, WS 


outputs, Action reports, interviews, 
leaflets, digital news


CBO3
CBO4


4. Foster incorporation of innovative strategies 
into ERA Risk managers Action reports, interviews, leaflets, 


digital news
CBO3
CBO4


5. Identify specially risky aspects of pesticides to 
be avoided in the future Industry Action reports, interviews, digital 


news CBO4


6. Raise public awareness on herpetofauna
protection and risk mitigation Laypersons Press releases, social networks, 


dissemination videos CBO4


7. Raise awareness on the importance of 
sustainable agriculture Farmers Interviews, leaflets, press releases, 


digital news CBO4


8. Enhance importance of farmland 
herpetofaunal to promote studies Academia, NGO WS outputs, Action reports, 


interviews, digital news
CBO1
CBO4







Proposed action management structure
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Core Group


Chair
Vice-Chair


GH Scientific Representative
WG Leaders


STSM Coordinator
Science Communication Manager
ITC Conference Grant Coordinator


Additional Management Roles
Task Leaders


Stakeholder Consultative Committee: 
Communication-skilled representatives of all
stakeholders (academia, government, industry, SMEs,
NGOs) working under the coordination of the SCM.
Functions:
 Ensure that DCOs are achieved and stakeholder


receive the relevant action outputs
 Pick up views of stakeholders to redirect action


activities if needed







Current situation
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MC members + substitutes


No MC substitutes


Only one MC member


COST country not yet in PERIAMAR


Near Neighbour Country


PERIAMAR 
participating 


countries
N=26







Compliance with COST Policies
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Proposing network Current MC composition
(incl. substitutes)


Proposed Core Group


Gender equality


ITC
involvement


Countries


People


ECI involvement


52%
48%Female


Male
44%


56% 67%
33%


55%
45%


54%42%


4% 43%
57%


56%
44%


53%44%
3%


54%
46%


41%


4%


55%


ECI
PhD stud
Other


28%
4%68%


22%
78%
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