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29/04/2021
Subject │ Minutes of the Third Management Committee Meeting of COST Action CA18221: “PEsticide RIsk AssessMent for Amphibians and Reptiles” 

1. Welcome to participants
The participants were welcomed by Manuel Ortiz Santaliestra, Chair of the Action.

2. Adoption of the agenda
The agenda (Annex 1) for the 3rd Management Committee (MC) meeting was adopted. 

3. Verification of the presence of two-thirds of the Participating COST Countries
Total number of COST Countries having accepted the MoU: 32 (Annex 2 - Action Fact Sheet)
Total number of COST Countries intending to accept the MoU: 0
Number of parties present at the meeting: 21 (Annex 3)
The quorum (2/3 of COST Countries participating in the Action) was not reached: 21 COST Countries out of 32 attended the meeting (COST doc. 134/14 REV3 “COST Action Management Monitoring and Final Assessment” Annex I, Article 9). No MC decisions can be taken through presential vote at the meeting.

4. Approval of minutes and matters arising of and after last meeting
The MC approved the minutes of the 2nd MC meeting held in Ljubljana on March 5th 2020 without modifications. 
The following decisions were taken by the MC by written procedure after last meeting:
· Modifications to the Working Budget Plan for Grant Period 1. Approved by unanimity on 01 April 2020.
· Selection of Krakow as place for the 2nd General Meeting. Selected by simple majority on 01 Apr 2020
· Approval of Working Budget Plan for Grant Period 1. Approved by unanimity on 05 May 2020.
· Approval of United States Environmental Protection Agency as IPC institution. Approved by unanimity on 21 Jun 2020.
· Approval of budget top-up request. Approved by unanimity on 04 Mar 2021.


Matters arising at last meeting, which needed further action from the MC were:
· Creation of an expertise database for Action participants to fill in their information, including current and past projects. The database is available at the Action website (https://periamar.com/)
· Initiation of a glossary of terms. This task was started by Rachel Sharp (EFSA) after the last WG4 meeting, and is now pending of further elaboration first by WG4 members and then by the rest of the WGs.
 Action pending 1 (WG4 followed by other WGs, no deadline specified): elaborate further the glossary of terms. 
· Invite relevant parties and institutions to join the action. The US EPA was incoporated as IPC institution. Relevant international bodies (e.g. OECD) will be approached at a later Action stage. 
· Dates and places were determined for the physical activities initially planned for GP2, although these were later cancelled because of the Covid-19 pandemics.
· Complete the Science Communication Committee with the incopopration of a representative of small and medium-sized entreprises. Jan Dieter Ludwigs (RifCon) was added as SMEs representative in the SCC.
· Create the Science Communication Strategy, which is pending of final, minor corrections.
 Action pending 2 (Science Communication Committee, no deadline specified): finalise the Science Communication Strategy and share it with all Action participants.

5. Update on the Action progress
· Submission of the First Progress Report
The Chair presented the first progress report (Annex 4), which was submitted after completing the first 12 months of the Action. This report has the purpose of monitoring the Action’s implementation of the COST Excellence and Inclusiveness Policy (Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITC), Early Career Investigators (ECIs) and gender balance) and of the Scientific Committee (SC) Recommendations (from the proposal stage). 
The figures show that the Action has efficiently address the COST Excellence and Inclusiveness Policy, therefore implementing the SC recommendations.
· Summary of activities of Grant Period 2
Activities carried out so far during the Grant Period 2:
Networking activities:
· One STSMs finalised on 23/03/2021, and another four approved and pending on decision about dates.
· Three WG Meetings:
· WG2 meeting 2 (21/01/2021) to elaborate a report detailing the aspects of amphibian and reptilian biology and ecology which should be considered while characterizing the exposure to pesticides under realistic scenarios. This WG meeting contributes to Task 2.2 and its output is the above mentioned report, which is currently under ellaboration.
· WG4 meeting 2 (05/02/2021 and 09/04/2021) to identify major needs to progress in the elaboration of a risk assessment scheme for amphibians and reptiles. This WG meeting contributes to Task 4.1 and its output is a list of questions to be placed on PERIAMAR WGs (a preliminary list is shown at the MC meeting).
Annette Aldrich and Chris Topping commented on the possibility of liaise with PARC (European Partnership for the Assessment of Risks from Chemicals), as some of the issues appearing in the questions, in particular the differentiation of chemicals and other stressors, are in line with project ideas of that partnership.
Petros Lymberakis comments on the similar option with the COST Action 16224 (ERBfacility), as they are addressing the role of raptors as tools for environmental stress monitoring.
 Action pending 3 (Annette Aldrich / Petros Lymberakis / Chair, after finalisation of the list of questions by WG4): explore the possibilities to liaise with other projects or partnerships for mutual addressment of some of the questions.
· WG2 meeting 3 (06/04/2021 and 13/04/2021) to describe amphibian pond characteristics to define the requirements for TOXSWA model (development of pesticide exposure scenario). This WG meeting contributes to Task 2.3 and its output is a compilation about pond characteristics. Wim Beltman, leader of Task 2.3, presented a summary of the meeting and its conclusions, and explained the next steps to compile the information about pond characteristics.
Simeon Lukanov mentioned that they have several data on hydrology and/or amphibian occupancy of several lakes in Bulgaria, that could be provided to be used in the model.  Wim Beltman mentioned that for now they just need information on the databases that are available to be used, but that more specific information can become useful at a later stage.
Dissemination activities:
· Creation of the Action website. This includes a registration option for Action participants to register and describe their profiles, and also to incorporate information to the expertise database. The Chair encourages all Action participants to register and add information about their past and current projects in the expertise database. 
· Creation of a promotional video about the STSM held by Bruno Bekic in the National Institute of Biology of Slovenia. The video was filmed by a professional company and is available at the new Action YouTube channel (https://m.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR3PlA5vdF6Haxd1c0Ny6Q-JN3w3NzFQIef5TxYZeb0xPx2NOBVsmDtWG-Y&v=-KMkp_GyPcg&feature=youtu.be).
· Maintenance of social networks of the Action (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and ResearchGate).
· Action budget status
The Chair presented the list of expenses made so far. Most of the budget is still unspent, which is related to the lack of physical activities given the sanitary situation. Considering the budget that is compromised by the approved STSM, 89.2% of the direct costs budget are still unspent.

6. Science Communication Strategy
Cristina Borca, Science Communication Manager of the Action, summarized the activities conducted by the Science Communication Committee. There are some planned activities that include improve visualization of the news section in the website and elaboration of promotional videos about the Action and specific activities (WGs or STSM). The SCM also explained the ways for bottom-up dissemination, and encouraged Action participants to follow these ways to feed Action communication channels with relevant content. She also encouraged Action participants to place a banner with a logo of the project in our email 

7. Scientific and budget planning
Federica Ortelli, COST Scientific Officer, give an overview of the new Virtual Networking Tools that have been just launched by COST, and informed about an informative webinar in this sense that will take place on May 7th. 
The Chair explained that, after requesting a budget top-up following COST offer, and getting the approval for this top-up, the Working Budget Plan needs to be amended. In particular, it is necessary to incorporate the new expenses and then getting MC approval by written procedure. A budget proposal, based on what was submitted to COTS to request the top-up with minor modifications, was presented. 
The MC discussed about the convenience of considering the addition of budget for Virtual Networking Tools. It is agreed that a final budget proposal will be prepared after attending the informative webinar on May 7th.
 Action pending 4 (Action Chair, asap after May 7th): prepare a new WBP and submit for discussion and further approval by the MC.

8. AOB
The Chair suggested the possibility of taking some initiatives within the Action to get involved in application to Horizon Europe calls or other international calls for research projects. After discussing the question, the main ideas arising from the MC were:
· Even if, as a COST-related network, we do not have entity to apply, the network offers an undoubtful advantage to liaise scientists with expertise to apply for big projects. We should make use of that advantage.
· Current Horizon Europe calls of pillars 2 and 3 offer little options to prepare proposals whose core is within the Action, and participating in established consortia on an individual basis appears as a more suitable option. However, it is important to keep track of upcoming calls within those pillars.
· The option to prepare an ad hoc proposal to open calls (e.g. pillar 1 of Horizon Europe or other international calls) seems more adequate to liaise as an established network.
· it is important to identify the right call/with the right topic to submit the application.
The Chair proposed the creation of a commission to explore the chances of applying for funding in international calls. The discussion is postponed.

9. Closing
The Chair thanks MC members and the rest of participants for their contributions.
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\ COST Action CA18221 COST Grant System

Title

PEsticide RIsk AssessMent for Amphibians and Reptiles

Contacts
Administrative Officer:
Dr Manuel Eloy ORTIZ SANTALIESTRA Dr Federica ORTELLI Ms Jeannette NCHUNG ORU
Tel. +34926295450 COST Association COST Association
manuele.ortiz@uclm.es federica.ortelli@cost.eu jeannette.nchungoru@cost.eu
+3225333814 +3225333850
Draft Mou: OC-2018-2-23443 Mou: 038/19
Start of Action: 06/11/2019 Entry into force: 28/06/2019
End of Action: 05/11/2023 CSO approval 04/06/2019
date:
Objectives

Amphibians and reptiles have been until recently the only two vertebrate classes not directly considered in the
environmental risk assessment (ERA) of pesticides. The risks posed by these products on amphibians and
reptiles have been assumed to be covered by assessments conducted on other vertebrates. The European
Union published in 2013 the two first regulations incorporating specifically amphibians and reptiles into
pesticide ERA. Following this legal requirement, the competent EU agency, the European Food Safety
Authority, published in February 2018 a scientific opinion reviewing the state of the science relative to pesticide
ERA for amphibians and reptiles. The scientific opinion constitutes the basis for the future development of a
guidance document that will detail the procedures to be followed for possible pesticide authorization. The
scientific opinion highlighted the scarcity of knowledge and identified those aspects that should be addressed
before the elaboration of the guidance document to guarantee a protective ERA for amphibians and reptiles
while keeping vertebrate testing to a minimum. The Action PERIAMAR will establish a multidisciplinary network
of scientists from research institutions, regulatory agencies, chemical industry, environment-focused NGOs,
and research private business that will analyse the available information and design an ERA protocol for
possible implementation in the future guidance document. In addition, networking, training and dissemination
activities will contribute to create a critical mass capable to address those knowledge gaps requiring further
research on the long term, in order to maintain an ERA scheme safe enough to protect amphibians and reptiles
from pesticide impacts.
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EUROPEAN COOPERATION
IN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Country Date Country Date ‘ Country Date Country Date

Albania 10/07/2019 Austria 30/01/2020 Belgium 17/09/2019 Bosnia and 28/06/2019
Herzegovina
Bulgaria 02/07/2019 Croatia 27/06/2019 Cyprus 28/06/2019 Czech 22/08/2019
Republic
Denmark 04/07/2019 Estonia 20/01/2020 France 25/06/2019 Germany 23/08/2019
Greece 25/09/2019 Hungary 26/06/2019 Israel 03/07/2019 Italy 07/10/2019
Latvia 23/04/2020 Montenegro | 04/04/2020 Netherlands 16/09/2019 North 11/02/2020
Macedonia
Norway 19/02/2020 Poland 30/08/2019 Portugal 28/06/2019 Romania 18/07/2019
Serbia 09/07/2019 Slovakia 03/08/2019 Slovenia 01/07/2019 Spain 22/07/2019
Sweden 11/09/2019 Switzerland 25/06/2019 Turkey 23/10/2019 United 25/06/2019
Kingdom
Total: 32

Intentions to accept the MoU

https.//periamar.com/

Management Committee

[of T:11¢

Vice Chair
Dr Isabel LOPES

University of Aveiro

Dr Manuel Eloy ORTIZ SANTALIESTRA
Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha
Ronda de Toledo 12 Campus Universitario de Santiago, Departamento de Biologia
13005 Ciudad Real 3810-193 Aveiro Aveiro
Spain Portugal
manuele.ortiz@uclm.es ilopes@ua.pt

Albania

Prof Valbona ALIKO
MC Member
University of Tirana, Faculty of Natural Sciences
Boulvard "Zogu I", 25/1
1001 Tirana
Albania
valbona.aliko@fshn.edu.al

Prof Ledia VASJARI
MC Member
University of Tirana
Bulevardi "Zogu i Pare", nr. 25/1
1001 Tirana
Albania
lediavasjari@gmail.com
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Dr Enerit SACDANAKU
MC Substitute

Faculty of Natural Sciences
Rruga Petro Nini Luarasi
1010 Tirana

Albania

eneriti@gmail.com

Dr Ani BAJRAMI
MC Substitute

ani.bajrami@fshn.edu.al

Dr Johann ZALLER
MC Member
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna
Gregor Mendel Strasse 33
1180 Vienna
Austria
liohann.zaller@boku.ac.at

Prof Mathieu DENOEL
MC Member
University of Liege
Insitute of Zoology, 22 quai van Beneden
4020 Liege
Belgium
Mathieu.Denoel@uliege.be

Prof An MARTEL
MC Member
Ghent University
Saliburylaan 133
9820 merelbeke
Belgium
an.martel@ugent.be

Prof Frank PASMANS
MC Substitute
Ghent University
Salisburylaan, 133
9820 Merelbeke
Belgium
frank.pasmans@ugent.be

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Mr Stefan BOJIC
MC Member
University of East Sarajevo, Faculty of Agriculture
Vuka Karadzica 30
71123 East Sarajevo
Bosnia and Herzegovina
bojicst@gmail.com

Prof Sanel RIDJANOVIC
MC Member
Dzemal Bijedic University of Mostar
University Campus
88104 Mostar
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Sanel.Ridjanovic@unmo.ba

Bulgaria

Dr Simeon LUKANOV
MC Member
Institute of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research
Tzar Osvoboditel No 1
1000 Sofia
Bulgaria
simeon_lukanov@abv.bg

Dr Miroslav SLAVCHEV
MC Member
Institute of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research
Tsar Osvoboditel bird 1
1000 Sofia
Bulgaria
simiro@abv.bg
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Prof Branimir K. HACKENBERGER
MC Member
Department of Biology
Cara Hadrijana 8A
HR-31000 Osijek
Croatia
hackenberger@biologija.unios.hr

Dr Olga JOVANOVIC GLAVAS
MC Member
Josip Juraj Strossmayer University
Department of Biology, J.J. Strossmayer University, C. Hadrijana 8/A
31000 Osijek
Croatia
liovanovic.olga@gmail.com

Prof loannis VOGIATZAKIS
MC Member
Open University of Cyprus
33 Yiannou Kranidioti avenue
2252 Latsia Nicosia
Cyprus
ioannis.vogiatzakis@ouc.ac.cy

Dr Savvas ZOTOS
MC Member
Terra Cypria - The Cyprus Conservation Foundation
P.O.Box 50257
3602 Limassol
Cyprus
szotos@terracypria.org

Dr Vassilis LITSKAS
MC Substitute
Open University of Cyprus
PO Box 12794
2252 Latsia
Cyprus
vassilis.litskas@ouc.ac.cy

Czech Republic

Ms Hana KUBATOVA-HIRSOVA
MC Member
Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture
Zemedelska 1a
61300 Brno
Czech Republic
hana.kubatova-hirsova@ukzuz.cz

Prof Christopher TOPPING
MC Member
/Aarhus Universityu
Grenaavej 14
8410 Ronde
Denmark
cjt@bios.au.dk

Dr Jane Ebsen MORTHORST
MC Member
Univerisity of Southern Denmark
Campusvej 55
5230 Odense M
Denmark
Jamor@biology.sdu.dk

Dr Riinu RANNAP
MC Member
Univeristy of Tartu
Vanemuise 46
51014 Tartu
Estonia
riinu.rannap@ut.ee
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Dr David DU PASQUIER
MC Member
\Watchfrog
1 Rue Pierre Fontaine
91 000 Evry
France
pasquier@watchfrog.fr

Dr Mattia MELI
MC Member
/Adama France Sas
33 rue de Verdun
92156 Suresnes Cedex
France
mattia.meli@adama.com

Prof Philippe BERNY
MC Substitute
vetagro sup
Campus veterinaire, 1 av Bourgelat
69280 Marcy I'etoile
France
philippe.berny@vetagro-sup.fr

Germany

Dr Valentin MINGO
MC Member
Corteva Agriscience
Dow AgroSciences GmbH, Riedenburger Str. 7
81677 Munchen
Germany
\valentinmingofeld@gmail.com

Dr Silvia PIEPER
MC Member
German Environment Agency (UBA)
Worlitzer Platz 1
06844 Dessau
Germany
silvia.pieper@uba.de

Dr Alexandra ESTHER
MC Substitute
Julius Kuhn Institute
Toppheideweg
48161 Munster
Germany
alexandra.esther@julius-kuehn.de

Dr Petros LYMBERAKIS
MC Member
Natural History Museum of Crete - University of Crete
Knosou Ave.
71409 Herakleio
Greece
lyberis@nhmc.uoc.gr

Dr Konstantinos SOTIROPOULOS

MC Member

Department of Biological Applications and Technology
Panepistimioupolis
45110 loannina
Greece

ksotirop@uoi.gr

Hungary

Ms Zsanett MIKO
MC Member
Plant Protection Institute
Herman Otto ut 15.
1022 Budapest
Hungary
miko.zsanett@agrar.mta.hu

Dr Judit VOROS
MC Member
Hungarian Natural History Museum
Baross u. 13.
1088 Budapest
Hungary
voros.judit@nhmus.hu
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Dr Jakob SHIMSHONI
MC Member

\Volcani Institute

68 HaMakkabbim Road
7528809 Rishon Letzion
Israel
liakobs@volcani.agri.gov.il

Dr Oren SHELEF
MC Substitute
Agricultural Research Organization (ARO)

P.0.B. 151590 , 68 Maccabim road
7505101 Rishon Le Tzion
Israel

shelef@volcani.agri.gov.il

Dr Marta BIAGGINI
MC Member
Universita degli Studi di Firenze
Via Romana, 17
50125 Florence
Italy
marta.biaggini@virgilio.it

Italy

Dr Palma SIMONIELLO
MC Substitute
Universita degli Sudi di Napoli Parthenope
Centro Direzionale Isola C4
80143 Napoli
Italy
palma.simoniello@uniparthenope.it

Dr Alessandra CAFFI
MC Substitute

(not yet registered)

ales.caffi@gmail.com
PENDING

Dr Mihails PUPINS
MC Member
Daugavpils University
Parades 1A
LV5401 Daugavpils
Latvia
mihails.pupins@gmail.com

Montenegro

Dr Natalija CADJENOVIC
MC Member

natalicadjenovic@gmail.com

Dr Lidija POLOVIC
MC Substitute
Natural History Museum of Montenegro
Trg Vojvode Becir-bega Osmanagica 16
81000 Podgorica
Montenegro
lidijapolo@t-com.me

Netherlands

Dr Emily MCVEY
MC Member

Bennekomseweg 41

6717 LL Ede

Netherlands
emily.mcvey@ctgb.nl

Mr Thijs SCHIPPERS
MC Member

College voor de toelating van gewasbeschermingsmiddelen en biociden (Ctgb)|Stichting RAVON

Toernooiveld 1

6525ED Nijmegen

Netherlands
t.schippers@ravon.nl
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Dr Andreas FOCKS
MC Substitute
\Wageningen Environmental Research
Droevendaalsesteg
6700 AA Wageningen
Netherlands
andreas.focks@wur.nl

North Macedonia

Mr Aleksandar TRAJCHOVSKI
MC Member

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine - Skopje
Lazar Pop Trajkov 5

1000 Skopje

North Macedonia
aleksandar.trajcovski@gmail.com

Prof Misho HRISTOVSKI
MC Member
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine
Lazar Pop-Trajkov 5-7
1000 Skopje
North Macedonia
hristovskim@fvm.ukim.edu.mk

Norway

Dr Karina PETERSEN
MC Member
Karina Petersen
Gaustadalleen 21
0349 Oslo
Norway
karina.petersen@niva.no

Poland

Dr Katarzyna KUREK
MC Member
Institute of Nature Conservation, Polish Academy of Sciences
al. Adama Mickiewicza 33
31-120 Krakow
Poland
kkurek@iop.krakow.pl

Dr Anna EKNER-GRZYB
MC Member
Adam Mickiewicz University
Umultowska 89
61-614 Poznan
Poland
anna.ekner@gmail.com

Dr Krzysztof KLIMASZEWSKI
MC Substitute

(not yet registered)

krzysztof_klimaszewski@sggw.pl
PENDING

Portugal

Dr Isabel LOPES
MC Member
University of Aveiro
Campus Universitario de Santiago, Departamento de Biologia
3810-193 Aveiro Aveiro
Portugal
ilopes@ua.pt

Dr Miguel A. CARRETERO
MC Member
University of Porto
Campus de Vairao. Rua Padre Armando Quintas, NAs 7
4485-661 Vairao
Portugal

carretero@cibio.up.pt
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Dr Neftali SILLERO
MC Substitute
University of Porto
Observatorio Astronomico Prof. Manuel de Barros, Alameda do Monte
da Virgem
4430-146 Vila Nova de Gaia
Portugal
neftali.sillero@gmail.com

Dr Sergio MARQUES
MC Substitute
University of Aveiro
Universidade de Aveiro, campus de santiago
3810-193 Aveiro Aveiro
Portugal
s.reis.marques@gmail.com

Romania

Dr Laurentiu ROZYLOWICZ
MC Member
University of Bucharest

1 Nicolae Balcescu

010041 Bucharest

Prof Dan COGALNICEANU
MC Member
University Ovidius Constanta
Aleea Universitatii 1, Campus corp B, room P43
900470 Constanta

MC Substitute
"Emil Racovita" Institute of Speleology of Romanian Academy
13 Septembrie
050711 Bucharest
Romania
bancila_ralucaioana@yahoo.com

Romania Romania
laurentiu.rozylowicz@g.unibuc.ro dcogalniceanu@univ-ovidius.ro
Dr Raluca BANCILA Dr Florina STANESCU

MC Substitute
Ovidius University Constanta
Al. Universitatii no.1, Corp B, room P43
900470 Constanta
Romania

florina_stanescu@ymail.com

Dr Dusko BLAGOJEVIC
MC Member
Institute for Biological Research National Institute of Republic of Serbia
Bulevar despota Stefana 142
11060 Belgrade
Serbia
dblagoje@ibiss.bg.ac.rs

Prof Jelka CRNOBRNJA-ISAILOVIC
MC Member
Faculty of Sciences and Mathematics
Visegradska 33
18000 Nis
Serbia
lielka@pmf.ni.ac.rs

Dr Sladjan PAVLOVIC
MC Substitute
Institute for Biological Research "Sinisa Stankovic"
Bulevar despota Stefana 142
11060 Belgrade

Dr Varja MIHAJLOVIC
MC Substitute
University of Novi Sad, Faculty of Sciences
Trg Dositeja Obradovica 3
21000 Novi Sad

MC Substitute
University of Nis Faculty of Science and Mathematics
Visegradska 33
18000 Nis
Serbia
tatjana.andjelkovic@outlook.com

Serbia Serbia
sladjan@ibiss.bg.ac.rs varja.knezevic@dbe.uns.ac.rs
Dr Tatjana ANDJELKOVIC
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Dr Rastislav SABO
MC Member
University of Veterinary Medicine and Pharmacy in Kosice
Komenskeho 73
041 81 Kosice
Slovakia
rastislav.sabo@uvlf.sk

Slovenia

Dr Anamarija ZAGAR
MC Member
National Institute of Biology
Vecna pot 111
SI-1000 Ljubljana
Slovenia
anamarija.zagar@nib.si

Dr Martina LUZNIK
MC Member
University of Primorska
Glagoljaska 8
6000 Koper
Slovenia
martina.luznik@upr.si

Dr David STANKOVIC
MC Substitute
National Institute of Biology
Fornace 41
SI1-6330 Piran
Slovenia
david.stankovic@nib.si

Mr Gregor LIPOVSEK
MC Substitute

|gregor.lipovsek@ljubljanskobarje.si

Dr Victoria PABLOS
MC Member
Spanish National Institute for Agricultural Research and Technology
Crta La Coruna km7
28040 Madrid
Spain
pablos@inia.es

Dr Andreu RICO
MC Member
IMDEA Water
Punto Com 2
28805 Alcala de Henares
Spain
andreu.rico@imdea.org

Dr Miguel GONZALEZ-DONCEL
MC Substitute
INIA
A-6, Km. 7.5
E-28040 Madrid
Spain
miguelgd@inia.es

Dr Cecilia BERG
MC Member
Uppsala University
Norbyvagen 18A
75236 Uppsala
Sweden
Cecilia.Berg@ebc.uu.se

Ms Sofie SVANHOLM
MC Member
Uppsala University
Norbyvagen 18A
75236 Uppsala
Sweden
sofie.svanholm@ebc.uu.se
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PR1: CA18221

First Progress Report from Action
Submitted on: 18-11-2020

This report was submitted by the Action Chair, on behalf of the Management Committee of the Action, in
fulfilment of the requirements of the rules for COST Action Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment.
The first Progress Review (PR1) enables the monitoring of the Action’s implementation of the SC
Recommendations from the proposal stage and the COST Excellence and Inclusiveness Policy.

Throughout this document Early Career Investigators and Inclusiveness Target Countries, as defined in the
"Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities" (COST 132/14 REV), are referred to
using the acronyms "ECIs" and "ITCs".

Proposal
Participating countries Main Proposer % in Network of Proposers
% ITC ITC ECI Female ITC ECI Female
Proposal 55 NO NO NO 55 39 53

0C-2018-2-23443
SC Recommendation

To comply with the COST Excellence and Inclusiveness Policy, in the implementation of the Action: - the level of
involvement of Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITCs) should be maintained and a plan should be developed and
implemented to ensure the full involvement of ITC representatives in all aspects of the Action's implementation
(including in Action leadership positions); - the level of involvement of Early Career Investigators (ECIs) should be
maintained and the plans described in the proposal for ensuring ECI involvement should be implemented; - the
gender balance should be maintained and the plans described in the proposal for ensuring gender balance should be
implemented.

Action: Inclusiveness Target Countries (ITCs)

Participating MC Members % ITC  Leadership roles % Relative
countries % ITC ITC representation of
ITCs in leadership
roles
Action CA18221 55 56 44 79
All Actions 52 50 29 58

Members from ITC have assumed five of the nine Core Group roles. The percentage of ITC has been maintained as
it was in the proposal (55% out of the 20 proposing countries, 56% out of the current 32 partners). ITC have been
given priority for holding networking activities and when selecting home and host institutions for STSM. Consequently,
the only physical meeting of GP1 took place in an ITC, and 52% of the participants came from ITC. Also, the activities
initially planned for GP2 were set up to take place in ITC, although these were cancelled because of the Covid-19.
Regarding STSM, the guidelines for evaluation of applications include the award of additional points to applications
involving ITC either as host or home institutions. Two of the four STSM granted in GP1 were hosted in ITC, although
only one by an applicant from an ITC.

COST Association AISBL
Avenue du Boulevard - Bolwerklaan 21, box 2 | 1210 Brussels, Belgium
T+32(0)25333800 | office@cost.eu | www.cost.eu

Funded by the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme
of the European Union






ocostE

EUROPEAN COOPERATION
IN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

MC Members % ECI Leadership roles % ECI Relative representation of
ECls in leadership roles

Action CA18221 23 11 48
All Actions 18 16 89

Although the figures indicate that 11% of leadership roles are held by ECls, this is actually a 22% because two of
the nine Core Group members are ECls (the ITC CG Coordinator and the SCM, who got their PhDs in 2016 and
2018, respectively). With this correction, the relative representation of ECI in leadership roles would be 96%, and thus
CA18221 is above the average for all indicators. The slight decrease in ECI involvement relative to the proposal (39%
vs 23%) is thought to be because the job uncertainty of Many ECls prevents them from engaging in management
roles. CA18221 policy relative to young researchers contemplates both ECI and graduate students who will
eventually become ECI in the short-term. Thus, besides the notable representation of ECls in leadership positions,
the guidelines for evaluation of STSM applications includes the award of additional points to applications submitted
by ECI or graduate students.

Action: Gender Balance

MC Members % Female Leadership roles % Female ' Relative representation of
females in leadership roles

Action CA18221 46 67 146
All Actions 43 46 107

CA18221 is above the average in all indicators relative to female involvement, which has however decreased slightly
from the 52% females in the proposal. These indicators are particularly relevant as the main knowledge areas related
to the Action have traditionally been male-biased, especially those involving field studies with amphibians and
reptiles. In part for that reason, the involvement of women in leadership roles was stimulated, reaching this over-
representation (67%) with respect to the one-to-one ratio. As a result of the Action composition, the number of women
participating in the activities is expected to balance with that of men. In the only meeting conducted so far, 43% of the
participants were women, which is consistent with the representation of each gender in the Action. However, no
applications for STSM were received from women, and so all STSM awarded during the first GP were held by men.

Action comment on its implementation (achievement and/or effort) of SC Recommendation(s) to date

Regarding ITC involvement, the balance in the proposal has been maintained when expanding the action beyond the
list of proposing countries. Although the MC has not kept control of new partnerships until the last months of the
current GP, the adequate representation of ITC in the list of newcomers has been considering when contacting
potential new partners. It is expected that this balance between ITC and non-ITC countries continues resulting in a
similar balance in the participation of members in the different activities. ITC members maintain a relevant
representation in the Core Group, and priority is given to ITC when deciding on the Local Organisers of activities.
Regarding ECI involvement, they have assumed some of the leadership roles. To achieve a significant proportion of
ECI involvement networking activities, their consideration is taken when designing the list of invitees to meetings, and
the same is planned for when Training Schools are organised, and Action outputs are released. Likewise, the
protocol of evaluation of STSM applications considers young researcher as preferential beneficiaries. Regarding
gender balance, female over-representation in leadership roles was stimulated assuming that increased risk of
skewing gender balance towards males exists. Besides this, no further actions have been taken because it is
expected that the gender balance among Action participants will be reflected to the relative involvement of either
gender in the networking activities. Regarding STSM holders, although all of them so far are men, the number of
awarded STSM is still too low to get relevant conclusions.
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Action description of plans to implement SC Recommendations and COST policy in the future

The strategy to implement SC recommendations and COST policies has given satisfactory results so far, and hence it
is not expected to change such strategy in a significant manner, unless indicators of failure are identified in the future.
The objectives for ITC participation, ECI involvement and gender balance consist of maintaining the figures as they
were in the proposal. The Core Group will carefully monitor all these indicators to ensure that target values are met,
and will periodically report to the MC during MC meetings. If any target value is not met, mitigation strategies will
include: i) skewing the list of invitees to networking activities towards the under-represented sectors (e.g. ITC
members, ECls, females), ii) increasing the added value given to STSM applications presented by target sectors, iii)
being proactive in the involvement of under-represented sectors in specific activities, with a direct communication with
members from those sector, and iv) organization of specific activities focused on the under-represented, target
sectors (e.g. workshop for ECls or PhD students) to stimulate their participation in the Action. The MC will decide,
after evaluating the reports presented by the Core Group, about the necessity of taking any of these mitigation
strategies.
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Adoption of agenda

Verification of the presence of two-thirds of the Participating COST Countries
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Management 


Committee Meeting of COST Action 
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Amphibians and Reptiles” 


 


 


1.


 


W


elcome to participants


 


The participants 


were


 


welcomed by Manuel Ortiz Santaliestr


a


, 


Chair of 


the Action.


 


 


2.


 


Adoption of the agenda


 


The agenda (


Annex 


1


) for the 


3


rd


 


Mana


gement Committee (MC) meeting wa


s adopted.


 


 


 


3.


 


V


erification of the presence of two


-


thirds of the 


Participating COST Countries


 


Total number of COST Countries having accepted the MoU: 


3


2


 


(


Annex 


2


 


-


 


Action Fact Sheet)


 


Total number of COST Countries intending to accept the MoU: 0


 


Number of parties present at the meeting: 


2


1


 


(


Annex 


3


)


 


The quorum (2/3 of COST Countries participating in the Action) 


was


 


not 


reached: 


21


 


COST 


Countries out of 


3


2


 


attended the meeting (COST doc. 134/14 REV3 “COST Action Management 


Monitoring and Final Assessment” Annex I, Article 9).


 


No MC decisions can be taken through 


presential vote at the meeting.


 


 


4.


 


Approval of minutes and matters arising of and after last meeti


ng


 


The 


MC


 


approved


 


the minutes of the 


2


nd


 


MC 


meeting


 


held in 


Ljubljana


 


on 


March 5


th


 


20


20


 


without 


modifications


. 


 


The


 


following


 


decisions were 


taken


 


by the MC by written procedure after last meeting:


 


·


 


Modifications to the 


Working Budget Plan for Grant 


Period 1.


 


Approved by unanimity on 01 


April 2020.


 


·


 


Selection of Krakow as place for the 2


nd


 


General Meeting. Selected by


 


simple majority 


on 


01 Apr 2020


 


·


 


Approval of 


Working Budget Plan for Grant Period 1.


 


Approved by unanimity on 


05 May 


2020


.


 


·


 


Approval of United States Environmental Protection Agency as 


IPC institution


. Approved 


by unanimity on 


21 Jun 2020


.


 


·


 


Approval of 


budget top


-


up request. Approved by unanimity on 


04 Mar 2021


.
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